7973 


mu 
a 
Cc 
o 
o 
o 
o 


Nihil obstat 


John M. A. Fearns, $.T.D. 


Censor Librorum 


Smprinan 


‘& Francis Cardinal Spellman, 


Archbishop of New York 


December 4 


Getters of 
St. Gemma 
Galgani 


Edited by 
ie. Germana of St, Stantslons, 
Passionist. 

Granslated from the Italian by 
‘The Beminicun Mews wf 
Corgan Christi mastery, 
Mem Bork Gity. 


~i— 


3 


me 


copvarcur 


1947 


Corpus Christi Monastery, 
New York City 


Printing, binding, and decoration 
done by 


(Ove Kady’s Perse 


Gall ofthe Anpamtetion 


Corpus Chins Meamery 
Laluyete Aves & Bares St 
United Staten of A 


COPYRIGHT DEPOSIT. 


RECEIVED 


JUL - 6 1947 


COPYRIGHT OFFICE 


FOREWORD 


To those unacquainted with the life story of St. 
ema Gaigani, some little introduction may be welcome, 

SShe was born on March 12, 1578, at Camigliano, 
‘ simall town in the neighborhood of Lucea, Italy. From 
her earliest years she was an angel of piety and ionocence. 
When Gemma became of school age the family moved to 
Lucca and her education was confided to the Sisters of 
St. Zits. Her wither died when she was but eight years 
old, 

Tn 1897 her father’s death and the fol- 
lowing year Gemma herseit tei vangerously ill. This 
period of her life marks the beginning of the extrordi- 
nary mystical graces which characterise herspiritual life, 
She was miraculously cured through the intercession of 

abril, and was favored by several apparitions of 
this saint 

Notonly St, Gabriel. but her Guardian Angel. the 
Blessed Virgin, and Our Lord appeared to her and spoke 
toher. ‘The Evil One himself was also among her visit 
‘rs and he left nothing tindone to torment and terrify her. 

She bore on her body the marks of the! stigmata, 
‘and also those of the crowa of thorns. Every week, be- 


tween ‘Thareday night and Friday afternoon. she 
through all the se of the Sacred Passion 

[Because of the uncongenial atmosphere of herowe 
home, anil in abeuience to the wishes of Our Lordy 
Gemma accepted nvitation of the Gianniak 
family to lemme Wilh them. Here she 
was loved and respected even to the point of vene 
Her place i the family was that of an adopt 

When, in 1902, Gemma developed tabereulosis, 
the Giannini family were advised by the doctor to send 
her away in order wo safeguard the health of their own 
children, They delayed long in doing so, but finally, im 
January, 1903, they rented a room for her in a neighbor 
ing hovse and prevailed upon one of her aunts t 
her nurse, Hete Ge nthe arms of & 
of the Giannini family 1903, bi 
year, was Holy Se 

‘The followin only & few of 
hundred and fifty oF» sd by Padre Germano 
Gemme never dated « letter, it ix not possible to give 


them in chronological order, 
Gemma’s confessor during pieetially the whole 


of her life was Msge. Volpi, who later became Bishop of 


Arezzo, In order that he might not be alone ia the gui 


dance ofthis highly favored soul, he asked and obtained 
the assistance of Padre Germano, » Passionist priest 
‘whose ordinary place of residence was Rome, Business 
of one kind or another relating to his Congregation often 
Drought him to Lucca, While there he was a guest of the 

nin family and. it wat here that he was an eye-wit 
‘ness of Gemma's extraordinary holiness 

Though the visits of Padre Germano to Lu! 

were frequeat, Gemme's ordinary intercourse with him 
was by means of letters, every one of which he preserved. 
though not all have been given to the public. ‘They deal 
with all the various phates of her spiritual life and reveal 
the saint tov just as she was,-simple as a child, lovable, 
human, and deeply sympathetic with every form of 
fhuaian woe. 


PART ONE 


‘TO HER DIRECTOR 


(Panne. ceaxaxo) 


her new director 


Salutary reflections a 
drawn from const 


ceterual truths. 
Disgust with the world 


still greater perfe 


some repugnance in obeyiog. 
She fears being in a state of illusion, 


a physical examination 


Having learned that her director was 
st the tomb of St. Gabriel. she asks 


for prayers 


VIII. On another occasion she once more 
urges an embassy to St. Gabriel, 


IX, She enjoys such liberty of sprit in 
regard to earthly things that she 


‘eannotifind any attachments, 
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Jrei« All thet T write i weitten simply through 
ence, and with th nance. In rogue 
toll those things hic ame that T see and 
3, T feel the greatest pain; but the command 

a ancl that coms before everything. 
Last night, when T west to pray before Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament, { heard s call mey-it seemed 


it bees 
T replied." 
ty know 

about to cont 


«(or rather, my dwn head) would not let me, for He 
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sad: “That Is My will from now on,"" 


When I heard this f was no longer abletospeak and 


Jesus, s0 it seemed to me, continued:- 

“Daughter, blind obedience, perfect obedience, t 
is the first thing to remeber.” He aduled 
be as a dead boys e 
do. do it promptly. 1 


ything that they would have you 


these days you shall do nothing 
without first asking counsel uf Me. 


Pui, for charity's sake, don’t believe a word ofall 
(his, In order to write you these things I have to do such 
violence to myself, but I have wished to obey 
This moming, after Holy Communion, Jesus seemed 
let me feel His presence, Padre, what moments! But, 
a short thie, ail was ove 


a Jests understood 


T kept repeating to Jesus 


eto express: myself very well 


Poor Gemma, 


Senge so uwnen {am wih ter and they speak: of 
Jose oc benven, ty such hing. Someties Tam o- 
wr padre, do you koow the lates dea hat has come in- 
the tore of Joy tend me ote Angel tie say the 
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demon (whom, with the help of our Blessed Mother, T 
have overcome during the past two days:) and beg Jesus 
forgive me the grace to fight victoriously. After my many 
sins {have learned that Jesus is a real father, fallof mer- 
, How is that? ICT, after so many sins, do not know 
that the goodness of the Heart of Jesus is more than pa- 
eral, I must have lost my reason! And what a heart is 
mine! At last the light has dawned upon my soul; T see 
how much harm I have done by sin, 

Ah! When I see Jesus in tears, it pierces my heart 
1 realize that I. by my sins, have increased the burden 
which overwhelmed Him while He 
Atthat moment Jesus saw all 
He saw, also, the 


prayed in the garden. 
ay sins, all my faitings. and 
place that I should have occupied ia 
hall, if Thy Heart, O Jesus, hod not pardoned me 


(The following paragraph was written by Gemina in 
ecstany, 8 thing which often bappeued when she wes ass 
ting speaking, or merely listening to someone else speck. 


Jing ofthe thingsof heaven, as she herself saysat the be, 
sinning of this present leer. How the family watched 


Mer her A theae times ls expined in her Biography.) 
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oe Fees es Tos kage eo 
sng oc tome hts po Tay ace 
fe eg pial nt bps ey vata nn 
erie ay fastens Ted mais pete 
Tine O foun 5 wong mello Tyee nd 
Spin ses bent Ty et. 0 Yor 
Gell: /» Thao nh vo ert cb uy gh 
‘coy, nd cg ate 
ences Cee aeihere ed 
Fuca 


If, prscust wrrm rae wort: 
ee es 
Padre. Padre, ~ It is always the same Gemma who 
‘writes to you. T am still out in the world! But how dis- 
gusted I am with i! Tt fs quite right that one should not 
find happiness upon this earth. IfT, through the mercy 
‘of God, experience some happy moments. they are when 
is iliated. 
1 see myself despised and humilis 
And of these things. to tell you the trtb, there fs 9 
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Jack, Jesus increases them for me every day. Oh, how 
good He is! If only you knew what means He has used 
used in order to humble my pride! Oh, if you but knew 
how bad Tam! Who will ever give me the virtue 

need in order that T may plense Jesus? I pray and en 


treat Jesus to give me in a short time all the helps that ¥ 


need in order to repair my many miseries, to enlighten 


iy mind, and to let me know the hortible, disgusting. 
state of my goal. And I desire to combine into one all 
the fervor and love of all holy souls,- or no, better still, 
to equal in parity all the angels, and that I may sec at 
last our Mother, Mary most holy. 

Bless poor Gemma of Jesus 


TV, SHE HUSEMLES HERSELF yoR HAVING 
VEL SOME REPUGNANCE 1 OMEYING, 


Padre mio: May Jesus reward you a thousand times 

the great good which your words did to my soul this 
‘oming, Tam quite resolved to do ever anc always the 
Will of my confessor without thinking of what may come 
oF ts you only knew the great good which your reproof 
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has done me! It is true, every bit of it. what you sald to 
me, and yet there are thoaghts which trouble me. . 

eis high time that I should resolve te do the will 
‘of my confesor jn the fature, Every time that 1 have 
‘undertaken something out of my own head, 1 have paid 
dearly for it, but now, ao, it must nolonger be so. 1 
promise not o complain again and not to ery. I will go 
where my confessor wishes. But itis now already sever: 
al days since the sacrifice was made. 

Once again I wish to thank you for the reproof that 
you gave me, Do not have any doubt about it; I will 
know how to profit by it and I want you yourself to see 
it, Bless me and pray to Jesus for 

Poor Gemma. 


Padre 11am s0 afraid for my soul! Padre, 1 am co 
frightened lest I be in danger of damnation because yes- 
terday I heard a priest, who had come to see Mamma, 
tell of a nun who had thestigmats on herhands and feet. 
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head and heart, and who went into ecstacy, too, and ic 
wwas allan illusion. And am [ like thal, Padre? If I de- 
ceive others, Tshall go to hell. I wish thar you would 
‘explain to me just what deceit realy is because T do not 
wish todeceive anyone. Recommend me to Jesus, I want 
to be good and sincere and obedient. 

Only the othernight there came to mea thought, and 
Jesus said to me in the depths of my heart- “Perhaps 
you think that I am incapable of workinga miracle either 
in regard to yourself or ia regard to your confessor?” Ide 
sot understand what is meant, Padre, Ask Jesus to ex 
plain i 10 you. 

Bless me. I'll be good. 

Poor Gemma of Jorus, 


VI. siim oRIEYES OVER HAVING Hue 
SUDJRCTRD TO A PHYSICAL EXAMINATION. 


(© Padte, how much T had to suffer yesterday! And 
hhow much these things displeased Jesus! . . Jesusdoes 
‘not like this, It was a very great humiliation for me, but 
T do not mind. 
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Jesus isin my heart. This morning T could not go 
to church and Jesus Himself came to me. He asked’ me 
whether He were more lovable in consolation or in hu: 
nilition. Padre, how much more lovable He is in hum 
liation! Here I had Him and there I had my Angel, 
who, from time to time, presented me a large cross 10 
kiss. How much more lovable He is in humiliation! 
None of these things trouble me for my own sake, but 
because of Jesus, because He ie not pleased with what 
took place yesterday evening. Onthe contrary, Heis very 
mach dieplesced, 
‘And now, Padre, you should see bow happy Tam 
with Jesus only, how much more He loves me thus hu: 
fd, Aunt is also very much distressed. T obeyed as 
best I could and have noill-will toward anyone, not even 
the probe. Tremained silent. Iam happy with oaly Jesos 
Poor Gemma. 


(Genima sometimes makes use of the word “aunt” 
and sometimes of “mamma’” to designate the pious Jady 
who had adopted her as a daughter.) 
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VIL HAVING LEARNED THAT ZR 


Padre mio:- You are doing all that you can in order 
that you may know what is the true will of God. Then, 
listen to this, Padre. On the part of Brother Gabriel 
you have made so many promises. Please do this. Goto 
his tomb, where his body is, and command him, in the 
name of obedience:- “Tell me what I must do with re- 
gard to Gemma." And then, when you come back, you 
will write o me, won't you? I will pry as mach as 1 
‘ean, Write soon.I will pray very fewvently so that Jesus 
may give you light in my regard, so that you may not be 
deceived, for charity's sake... my God! Lam 


Poor Gemma, 


(In the biography of Gemma a full account is given 
other tenderand affectionate devotion to St. Gabriel. It 
was a devotion fraifal in many good works. At the tinue 
that these letters were written Padre Germano was work- 
ing (or the beatification of St, Gabriel 
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VITI, ow ANoTueR occasion SHH ONCE 


By this time I am sure that you have once again had 
the good fortune to pray atthe feet of Venerable Gabriel 
How I envy you! Thave a great many things to tell you 
tobe referred to the Saint. First of all, Padre, place in 
hhis hands the important affair of my soul. Ask him if T 
say hope to save it, Ask him not to permit meto be de 
ceived, and also not to permit my director tobe deceived. 
in guiding meas he does at present. Kneel and repeat 0 
hhim that Thave all the good will in the world to save 
this poor sou! of mine, at the cost of any suffering, #ny 
sacrifice, ot humiliation whatsoever. Tell him that if 
have noglected my soul, please to intercede for me with 
Jesus. T oaght to have acted differently, I ought to have 
taken grester care of my soul because of Jesus and our 
Blessed Mother. The hour of repentance ought to bare 
struck long ago for me, wereit not that I am so obstinate 
fn my sins. Tell him with allyour heart to pray to Jesus 
‘not to spare me in the matter of trials. Suffering will wp- 
Tift me spiritually, By abssing me, it will give me the 


12 LETTERS OF ST, GEMM 


strength necessary to correspond to the grace of Je 
Tell him that 1 am resolved to repair all my past sins 
tobe obedient, and so on. 

© Padre, Padre, beseech him, pray to him like this: 
‘ask him to newer these questions: “"Gemma! What ever 
‘will become of her? All these things which she seems t 
see and to hear, whence come they? ...”" I stop here 
cause yon know well what I would like to add. For the 
sake of charity, it woa't do any harm if you lose little 
time,» if you have other business, Please stay awhile be. 
side Brother Gabriel. Speak to hitm of me,- of all my 
fairs. Tell hin tosend Jesus tome continually, that"T am 
longing to be atthe fee Tell him to help me 
to pray better, beg him to make obedience sweet to me, 
to obtain forme little patience. Take a little love from 
Brother Gabriel and send it to mc. ‘There are. then, two 
things which T recommend especially to you,- first, my 
seul, and then, all that the furure may have in store for 
me, Padre, I have recommended so many things to yow, 
bat you will answer me, won't you? Ipray that you may 
‘be granted much enlightenment in my regerd, Llcssm, 

oot Gemma of Jesus only 
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1X, site anyors svci LieueTy mw 


Padre mio:- Listen to this. Every time that Tamex- 
pecting one of your letters I sak Jesus about it and He 
tells me:- "Tt is coming.” This last time,as soon as your 
letter arrived, I went to tell Jesus, “And doesn’t he tell 
you anything?” He asked. “Ob, yes,” I replied, “he ie 
constantly recommending me t0 be humble and detach. 
ed; but then, the blessed Padre! he never explains what 
hhe means. About being humble, that the confessor ex- 
plains, bat at for being detached, I really do not under- 
stand because I no longer have anything. I de not know 
‘what there is from which I can detach myself. I have 
oly Thee, my Jesus.’ 

Bat Jesus.-- Padre, do you know what He said?- 
‘That tooth of Ven, Gabriel, tell Me, My daughter, sre 
you not too much attached to that 

Twas silent for a moment and then began to com- 


(This tooth was a relic of the Saiat and had bees 
triven to her by Padre Germano himself.) 
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Plain, “Bot Jesus." Taaid, almost in tears, “hat is « 
precious reli!” 

‘And Jesus answered rather seriously, “Daughter, it 
fs thy Jesus Who tells thee so, and that should be suff 
dent for thee. 

‘Alas, it is true, Padre. Jesus is right. Sr. Maria 
asked me for icin order to show it tothe nuns, and when 
1 had given it to her I ered beeause I wanted to have it 
slways near me, Bat Jesus, Jesus. it is to Him that 1 
‘must be attached eh! Padre mio! Pray always for 

Poor Gemma. 


“The translation of these letters wa 
made between July 1939, & July 1940 
The typesetting was begun June 2, 1946. 
‘and finished Nov. 25, 1946. 

‘The type used is 8 point Roman 

‘on the Kelsey “Excelsior” press, 
‘This edition consists of sixteen copies, 

the present copy being 
No. 4 


